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Vblvers, and other contraband dear to the heart of every
boy, into the school premises. Having reason to suspect
that the command had been disobeyed, he began a search
in the boys' boxes ; but while in the stooping attitude
necessary for the purpose, he was vehemently assaulted
a posteriori with hat-pins by his pupils, and was solemnly
forbidden by the Tashnakists either to cane or to expel
those guilty of this lese-majeste. The first punishment was
derogatory to the dignity of the young rascals as free-born
Armenian citizens ; the second deprived them of their
natural Right to a good education. Further, it was solemnly
argued, " if we do not send our boys to your school what
will become of you ? The funds have been subscribed by
the friends of Armenia for our teaching, not for your liveli-
hood." To manage a school under these conditions was
obviously difficult ; and to quote John Dryden, " the sons
of Belial had a glorious time/'' But at last the absurdity
of the impasse forced even the Tashnakists to be a little
more reasonable.
" We work for those who come a hundred and fifty years
hence," said Aram proudly to the Vdli.
" Leave that to Allah," said the more practically minded
Turk, " and help us Turks to work for to-morrow."
"Well you see, I do not believe in Allah," said the
Armenian ; who, like most of these Fedais, had been so
highly educated that it was impossible for him to believe
that any power could have made so supreme a chef d'&uvre
as his magnificent self.
" What ? Won't He recognize your importance ? " said
the Turk shrewdly ; after which it was not wonderful that
they did not part on too friendly a footing.
However, the Tashnakists soon found that the attachment
of their countrymen to the old church that had kept their
nation aliye through the centuries, was so strong that some
outward deference must be paid to it. Therefore, on the
principle that it is well to do thoroughly that which you
have to do, Aram became a Sunday-school teacher! The
spectacle of this atheistic revolutionary (who had deliberately
planned, and executed, murders by the dozen; and was